Praying Together Week 3

SIGN OF THE CROSS	
	
THEME:	“As for me and my household, we belong to the Lord.”

LENTEN PRAYER: O God, bless us during this season of spiritual renewal. Fill our minds and hearts with love, that we may be a sign of Jesus to all those living in our mist. 

REFLECTION:  As we are about to read the Gospel, put yourself in the place of the Samaritan woman.  Try to grasp all the ways in which she was rejected (as a spouse, due to race, by the local community, etc.). 

SUNDAY’S GOSPEL:  	(John 4)
Jesus said to the Samaritan woman, “If you knew the gift of God and who is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink’, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.”  The woman said to him,  “Sir, you do not even have a bucket and the cistern is deep; where then can you get this living water?  Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us this cistern and drank from it himself with his children and his flocks?”  Jesus answered and said to her, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again; but whoever drinks the water I shall give will never thirst; the water I shall give will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”  The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may not be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.”  Jesus said to her, “Go call your husband and come back.”  The woman answered and said to him, “I do not have a husband.”  Jesus answered her, “You are right in saying, ‘I do not have a husband.’ For you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your husband.  What you have said is true.”
The woman said to him, “Sir, I can see that you are a prophet. Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain; 
but you people say that the place to worship is in Jerusalem.”  Jesus said to her, “Believe me, woman, …the hour is coming, and is now here, when true worshipers will worship the Father in Spirit and truth; and indeed the Father seeks such people to worship him.  God is Spirit, and those who worship him must worship in Spirit and truth.”  The woman said to him, “I know that the Messiah is coming, the one called the Christ; when he comes, he will tell us everything.”  Jesus said to her, “I am he, the one speaking with you.”  The woman left her water jar and went into the town and said to the people, “Come see a man who told me everything I have done.  Could he possibly be the Christ?”  They went out of the town and came to him.

The Gospel of the Lord.






INTERCESSIONS			
Response:	Instruct us, Lord, in the ways of your kingdom.

God of power and mercy, give us the spirit of prayer and repentance, with burning love for You and for all humankind.
Instruct us, Lord, in the ways of your kingdom.

Help us to work with You in making all things new in Christ, and in spreading justice and peace throughout the world.
Instruct us, Lord, in the ways of your kingdom.

Teach us the meaning and value of creation, so that we may join its voice to ours as we sing your praise.
Instruct us, Lord, in the ways of your kingdom.

Forgive us for failing to see Christ in the poor, the distressed and the troublesome, and for our failure to reverence your Son in their persons.
Instruct us, Lord, in the ways of your kingdom.

(add your personal intentions)


BEING CHRIST-LIKE THIS WEEK:    
Greet every person you walk by a WHOLE DAY FOR ONE DAY this week: in the stores, streets, school, work… A simple ‘Good morning/afternoon’ and always with a SMILE.  Don’t exclude anyone, remember… there are many Samaritans walking in our midst!!!


PRAY AN OUR FATHER, HAIL MARY, and GLORY BE		

SIGN OF THE CROSS
